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ABOUT US 

The Aboriginal Water & Wastewater Association of Ontario is an information source for water 
environment and Operator training and certification issues and technology.  AWWAO’s 
members include professionals from Ontario First Nations, Environmental Health Officers, 
Tribal Councils, Municipal Suppliers and some Government Agencies. 

AWWAO is dedicated to the transfer of information and concepts regarding all areas of the 
water environment.  As members of the American Water Works Association (AWWA), the 
Ontario Water Works Association (OWWA), the Water Environment Federation (WEF) and 
the Water Environment Association of Ontario (WEAO), we provide an invaluable network 
for those involved in water and wastewater industry.  AWWAO, through a partnering 
agreement with Keewaytinook Okimakanak and Health Canada co-operates and liaises with the 
above noted associations, and all provincial and federal government agencies.  AWWAO has a 
volunteer seat on many of the various association’s committees. 

AWWAO offers its members the opportunity to: 

 Be updated and informed about issues that affect the water environment. 

 Interact with persons in various fields of water expertise. 

 Promote concerns of the membership through a collective voice. 

 Exchange information and ideas to other members, the public and Chiefs and Council. 

To date, the AWWAO consistently rank the training and certification of Plant Operators as its 
top priority.  The attainment of Certification is widely recognized as essential to performing a 
good job, at a high level, in the water and wastewater treatment plant operations, and an 
indicator of a responsible and contributing community member. 

MEMBERSHIP 

$200.00 Membership Fee for First Nations Water and Wastewater Treatment Plant Operators 
per operator.  This Membership entitles the Operator(s) to the AWWAO Newsletter, monthly 
bulletin, Annual Report and the Annual General Assembly and Training Conference cost 
reimbursement, if applicable. 

$400.00 Membership Fee for Non-Operator, Public Works Management, Administration and 
Management of a First Nation or Non-First Nation. This Membership entitles the Member to 
the AWWAO Newsletter, monthly bulletins, Annual Report and invitation to the Annual 
General Assembly and Training Conference. 

Please Print 

Name: _______________________________________________________________________ 

Name: _______________________________________________________________________ 

Name: _______________________________________________________________________ 

Name: _______________________________________________________________________ 

First Nation/Business: __________________________________________________________ 

Address: _____________________________________________________________________ 

Phone: _______________________________ Fax: ___________________________________ 

E-mail: ______________________________________________________________________ 

VISION 
Our Vision is to be the Association that best 
understands and satisfies the training, 
education, certification and licensing needs of 
Operators of Ontario First Nations.  Our 
dedication to supporting Operators touches not 
only health, but safety, spirit and empowerment 
… most of all knowledge. 

OBJECTIVES 

 To act as a voice and forum for First Nation 
Plant Operators in Ontario, publish a 
newsletter, promote communications and 
networking among Plant Operators and 
other persons interested in AWWAO’s 
objectives; 

 Promote the importance of a safe and 
potable water supply and the highest 
standard of wastewater operations; 

 Promote the development and delivery of 
continuing education and training programs 
for Plant Operators and others involved in 
water and wastewater treatment; 

 Promote the importance of technical training 
in maintaining and upgrading the Operator’s 
knowledge of proper water and wastewater 
operation and maintenance requirements; 

 Promote the importance of involving  
qualified Operator’s in the design, 
construction or upgrading of water and 
wastewater treatment plants; 

 Promote the importance of proper training, 
certification and licensing of Operators; 

 Promote the importance of enhanced lab 
testing of potable water and monitoring of 
wastewater effluents; and 

 Promote the importance of establishing an 
effective Operations & Maintenance 
Management Plan to ensure proper care is 
performed for the assets. 

MISSION STATEMENT 

We are a member oriented, non-profit 
Association, providing province-wide and year-
round high-quality services and an annual 
forum for the First Nations Water and 
Wastewater Treatment Plant Operators, 
allowing for networking opportunities at the 
same time.  We are committed to providing 
high quality information on the water and 
wastewater industry through the quarterly 
newsletter.  We are dedicated to promoting, 
preserving and protecting the water, natural 
resources and environment through the 
education, training and networking of the 
Ontario First Nations Water and Wastewater 
Treatment Plant Operators. 

Aboriginal Water and Wastewater Association of Ontario’s newsletter is 
published quarterly by the AWWAO at Box 20001, RPO, Riverview Postal 
Outlet 
Dryden, ON P8N 0A1 
Tel: (807) 216-8085 
E-mail:  info@awwao.org 
 
Advertising opportunities and/or submission or request of information, 
please contact the Association Coordinator. 

The meaning of the AWWAO logo as described by the artist: 

Tree—represents Mother Earth 

Sun—brings Life to our Environment 

Eagle—watches over the Environment 

Sky—ensures the Cycle of Water 

The Waterdrum 
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AWWAO 2021 News 

January 2021 

 

Due to the current situation with Covid-19, we will be conducting all in-person courses virtually or through              
self-study. Your safety is important to us.  Don’t miss the chance to receive CEUs due to the change in format. The 
only difference now is you can get access to the same content right from the comfort of your home.  When ordering 
a manual from Cal-State please include the last four digits of your SSN and your mailing address to complete the     
order.  In order to be eligible, you must be an AWWAO member.  
 
AWWAO recognizes that there are First Nation Operators in Ontario who go above and beyond doing a good job; 
they provide an example for others of the many facets of being an Operator, particularly in supporting the other   
activities of other Operators. They make the extra effort to support their follow Operators, and teach others what 
they have learned through many years of working in the field.  Often, they encourage others to become more       
involved including training opportunities. If you know of a First Nation Operator who is an AWWAO Member and has 
demonstrated exemplary service to the water and/or wastewater operations field, please send a one-page written 
submission for the nominee to info@awwao.org. Nomination deadline is February 15, 2021. 
 
Its That Time of Year Again!  Did you have an instructor who has made an impact on your life, or has gone above and 
beyond as an educator. If so, please select an instructor from the Gary Oja Instructor of the Year Award attachment. 
Deadline to submit selection is February 15, 2021. 
 
Annual General Meeting 2021 
  
THE AGM-AGENDA this year will include: 
 Keynote Speaker –James Mackinnon (Interim Chief Operating Officer) 
 Chairs Report 
 Treasurer Report 
 Instructor of the Year Award 
 Operator of the Year Award 
 Prizes for Attendance 
 Elections?  
 
Question: Do you agree to a virtual electronic vote or would you prefer to hold off on the voting process until we can 
safely meet in person? Please reply to this by email to info@awwao.org by stating your preference (Virtual or In    
person). Deadline to submit your preference is January 15, 2021. 
 
In addition, we will be offering  the new Mandatory Renewal course (2021-2023) on February 23 and 25, 2021. 
  
It is vitally important that you participate in this event to ensure we continue to meet your needs and address your 
concerns. This event is for all members in good standing. 
  
DATE: Wednesday February 24, 2021 
TIME: 2:00 -5:00 pm Eastern 
  
We would like to have a test meeting prior to this event to ensure the AGM will run smoothly.  Information on this 
event will be sent out in January. 
   
On behalf of AWWAO, we look forward to having you stay safe and join us virtually at this event.  
  

mailto:info@awwao.org
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Mandatory Certification Renewal Course 2021-2023 

The Waterdrum 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Contact Hours: 7 CEU Value: 0.7  

Course Description: 

This is the mandatory certificate renewal course (effective January 1, 2021) that must be   completed every three 
years by drinking water operators holding Class I through IV, Water Quality Analyst and Limited System licences. 

 
This course will provide an overview of key regulatory updates and a review of requirements supporting the     
improvement of non-compliances identified in MECP inspections. The role of Ontario’s operators in protecting 
public health will be highlighted, and participants will be introduced to the concept of Operator Ethics. 

 
Discussion will include emerging contamination risks and environmental challenges that impact our drinking     
water supply. Participants will be able to identify water loss occurrences and learn methods to support the        
implementation of a conservation plan. 

 
This course will also touch on techniques and best practices for establishing traffic plans and participating in       
construction occurring in the distribution system. 

 

Learning Objectives: 

By the end of this session, participants will have gained an understanding of: 
 The importance of the operator role in safeguarding public health 
 Regulatory information key to providing safe drinking water 
 Emerging issues affecting Ontario’s water systems 
 Key points for reducing water loss and developing water conservation plans 
 Best practices for traffic safety and construction in the distribution system 
 

Target Audience: 

This course must be completed every three years by drinking water operators holding Class I through IV, Water 
Quality Analyst and Limited System licences. This course may also be of interest to supervisors, managers,          
regulatory personnel and consulting engineers. 
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By Andrew Russell Global News 
Posted October 23, 2020 2:23 pm 
 

Prime Minister Justin Trudeau appeared to walk back his government ’s promise to end all water-boil        
advisories in First Nations communities by March 2021.  

 

Pressed by reporters Friday, Trudeau wouldn ’t commit to meeting the 2021 deadline and said the federal 
government was working to lift the remaining drinking water advisories “as soon as possible.” 

 

“We recognize there’s lots more work to do,” Trudeau said. “Travel restrictions related to (COVID-19) 
have made it more difficult in certain situations, but we continue to work very closely with communities 
across the country.” 

aces outrage over 
Ottawa faces outrage over Neskantaga First Nation ’s water crisis 
 

Trudeau’s comments come amid a water crisis in Neskantaga First Nation, about 450 kilometres north of 
Thunder Bay, where officials shut off the water after an “oily sheen” was found in the water reservoir. 
Over 200 residents have now been evacuated to Thunder Bay, where they are being housed in hotels.  

Chief describes emotional toll of water crisis on community members  

The prime minister said his government has lifted 95 drinking water advisories since 2015, but the           
Indigenous Services Canada website says  61 advisories remain. 

 

“As we know, this is the commitment that matters an awful lot to us as a government, but matters even 
more to Indigenous communities across the country that have gone, in many cases, decades without safe 
drinking water,” Trudeau said. “We’re working extremely quickly to try and resolve all of them.” 

Trudeau won’t commit to ending boil-water advisories on First 

Nations by 2021 

January 2021 

 

https://globalnews.ca/author/andrew-russell/
https://globalnews.ca/tag/coronavirus/
https://globalnews.ca/news/7414221/evacuations-neskantaga-first-nation-water-crisis/
https://www.sac-isc.gc.ca/eng/1506514143353/1533317130660
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Cont’d 

The Waterdrum 

 

Neskantaga Chief Chris Moonias told Global News Thursday that elders, children, infants and people with 
chronic health conditions were flown out of the community after a water shutdown that closed the school 
and nursing station. 

 

Neskantaga has been under a water boil advisory for more than 25 years. Moonias said the federal       
government needs to work with the community to find a permanent solution to the water issues.  

 

“I’ve never had access to clean drinking water and I’m 50 years old,” he said. “You hate to see your        
relatives, your children, your future, living in this condition.” 

 

Moonias released a list of minimum demands that the First Nation says must be met before residents    
return to the First Nation, including running water that ’s available 24 hours a day, even if a boil water 
advisory persists, decontamination of homes and investigation into what led to the public health crisis.  

 

“Right now we are being offered band-aid solutions,” Moonias said. “Everything needs a complete       
overhaul.”y some  

First Nations reserves don’t have clean drinking water  

Meanwhile, Indigenous Services Canada said it ’s urgently working to resolve the crisis and will pay for the 
evacuation and expedite the water tests. Ottawa is also funding $16.44 million for a new water treatment 
plant. 

 

“We will continue to provide funding for bottled water to ensure that remaining residents of Neskantaga 
First Nation have continued access to safe drinking water,” Vanessa Adams, press secretary for               
Indigenous Services Minister Marc Miller, said in an email.  

 

“The construction of the community’s new water treatment plant is in its final stages. Upgrades to the 
waste water plant have been funded by ISC and are currently underway.” 

 

The Trudeau government originally stated in December 2015 that the community would get a new      
treatment plant up and running by the spring of 2018. A string of construction delays and equipment     
failures pushed the new date to March 2019, but work is still ongoing.  

https://www.nan.ca/news/canada-ignores-urgent-public-health-crisis-refuses-to-support-neskantaga-first-nation-evacuation-again-2/
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Indigenous-led programs aims to improve drinking water in 

Ontario First Nations 

January 2021 

 

22 First Nations across Ontario taking part in on-site training project 

The Canadian Press · Posted: Nov 10, 2020 3:48 PM ET | Last Updated: November 10 

 
Under the program, certified trainers are sent to First Nations territories to learn about the issues local operators 
are dealing with at their facilities and give them the tools and resources to manage them. (Bryce Hoye/CBC) 
 
More than 20 First Nations across Ontario are taking part in a new project aimed at improving the drinking water 
standard in their communities. 
 
The project is funded by the federal government and administered by the Ontario First Nations Technical Services 
Corporation. 
 
The Indigenous-led corporation says it will provide on-site training to operators of water treatment facilities       
located in the 22 participating First Nations. 
 
Glen Goodman, the corporation's director of engineering and infrastructure services, says the goal is to break the 
cycle of First Nations having to wait for critical failure of their water treatment facilities to get the resources they 
need. 
 

"In the industry it's called breakdown maintenance, meaning money isn't invested into the facilities until there's a 

catastrophic failure of the equipment," said Goodman, who notes federal funding levels for the facilities have not 

been raised in the decades he's worked for the corporation. 
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"Which isn't the way things should be done from my perspective, and it's not common practice in private industry or 

municipal settings anywhere in Canada." 

 

According to Indigenous Services Canada, there are 12 water and wastewater hubs in Ontario, including the Ontario 

First Nations Technical Services Corporation, serving approximately 90 First Nations communities. 

 

The 22 communities participating in the new project are smaller, with fewer than 5,000 residents and are not         

administered by a larger tribal council. 

 

Trainers sent to communities 

 

Under the program, certified trainers are sent to First Nations territories to learn about the issues local operators are 

dealing with at their facilities. 

 

The trainers help the operators assess the systems and give them the tools and resources necessary to monitor the 

equipment, water quality levels, and provide updates to the corporation, First Nations leaders and other authorities. 

 

If a water treatment facility in the program is in danger, engineers who are familiar with those systems are             

dispatched to assess the problem. Goodman said the program is designed to make an unfair system more equitable. 

 

"These individuals were handed over the keys to brand new water treatment plants and expected to be able to       

follow the rules and regulations of the Ontario water-drinking act and that's just impossible," Goodman said. 

 

Municipal water treatment operators have apprenticeship programs but First Nations typically do not because of 

fewer revenue streams for band councils, he said. 

 

As an example of how unfair the system is, Goodman said that one operator the corporation works with is            

maintaining two water treatment plants and three well systems by himself, where a municipality would have at least 

five people looking after comparable facilities. 

Most Indigenous water treatment operators are paid minimum wage, much less than someone with similar             

responsibilities would be paid by a municipality, a recent report found. 

Cont’d 

The Waterdrum 
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January 2021 

 

"Can you imagine the stress that's placed on them?" said Goodman, who is based in Thunder Bay, Ont. 

Multi-year funding needed, says executive director 

Melanie Debassige, the corporation's executive director, said that creating trust was necessary to entering into 

agreements with the program's participating communities. 

"It goes back to ongoing reconciliation, that nation-to-nation relationship," said Debassige, who is also on the board 

of Reconciliation Canada. 

Debassige said that for the program to truly succeed it needs more than the one year of funding currently in place. 

She hopes that when she reapplies for funding, the program's success will warrant a longer financial commitment 

from the federal government. 

"You can't just say you're going to do this for one year and expect the water advisories to be lifted," said Debassige, 

who is based in Brantford, Ont., and Mississaugas of the Credit First Nation. 

Goodman and Debassige agree that part of the program's success is that band council leaders and operators are 

more likely to trust the Ontario First Nations Technical Services Corporation because it got its mandate from the     

Ontario Chiefs in Assembly in 1992, it's a non-profit organization, and its staff is predominantly Indigenous. 

"The trepidation of First Nations, just in general, because of colonialism, it's something unfortunately that we're still 

dealing with today," said Goodman. 

To that end, the program has trainers that speak Ojibway, Cree, and French, although so far all instruction has been 

delivered in English. 

Debassige said on-site training has been very useful for the local operators. 

"A lot of these operators are young, they have young families, there's only one operator in the community," said     
Debassige. "How can they possibly leave for a week?"  
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The Waterdrum 

Ottawa to probe contractors hired to fix longest-standing boil water 
advisory 

Investigation may broaden to include other First Nations on long-term advisories 

 

Olivia Stefanovich · CBC News · Posted: Nov 11, 2020 4:00 AM ET | Last Updated: November 11 

 

 

 

 

 

Indigenous Services Minister Marc Miller is preparing to launch a third-party investigation into the business           
practices of consultants and engineering companies hired to end Canada's longest-standing boil water advisory in a 
First Nation— a probe that could extend to other communities, CBC News has learned.  

 

Officials from Indigenous Services Canada have reached out to the chief and council of Neskantaga First Nation,     
located approximately 450 kilometres north of Thunder Bay., Ont., and its tribal council to schedule a meeting next 
week to develop the terms of reference. 

 

Since contractors and engineers work in many communities, the department tells CBC News there is the                 
possibility the probe will include other First Nations where these companies have worked. 

 

Neskantaga Chief Chris Moonias said he would welcome a broader investigation. 

 

"If it means to bring other communities or other organizations into this to make sure that the business practices are 
corrected then I have no problem talking with other communities," Moonias said. 

 

"It's something that needs to be done." 

 

Role of contractors questioned 

The federal government's pledge comes after Moonias wrote to Miller on Oct. 22 demanding "an immediate           
investigation into business practices of contractors, engineering companies" hired to fix more than two decades of 
water problems that just got worse. 

 

Nearly all of Neskantaga's 300 members have temporarily moved to a Thunder Bay hotel after an oily substance was 
discovered in the community's reservoir on Oct. 19 and running water was cut off. 

In a letter to Neskantaga Chief Chris 
Moonias, Indigenous Services Minister 
Marc Miller commits to undertaking     
a probe into the way contractors        
and engineering companies operate     
to fix water advisories in First                
Nations. (Adrian Wyld/The Canadian 
Press)  

https://www.cbc.ca/news/politics/olivia-stefanovich-1.3742816
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Cont’d 

Indigenous Services Canada says the substance is a non-toxic mineral oil coming from a distribution pump in the    
reservoir. 

 

"There are things that we don't understand that are going on," Moonias told CBC News. 

 

"We take the word of the engineers or consultants … Since we've been doing that, we've been under a boil water 
advisory for 25 years." 

 

Miller replied on Friday, supporting the chief's call for a probe.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

"We agree that this is important and would like to work with you and other communities and organizations to      
undertake this," Miller wrote in a letter to Moonias obtained by CBC News. 

The costs of the investigation will be covered by Indigenous Services Canada, a spokesperson for the department 
said. 

Only about two dozen community members remain in Neskantaga with Canadian Rangers after an oily sheen 
was discovered on Oct. 19 in the reservoir.  
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The Waterdrum 

Cont’d 

'Corners get cut' 

Timmins-James Bay NDP MP Charlie Angus called on Ottawa to probe the long-standing problems with Neskantaga's 
water treatment plant, along with other infrastructure projects in northern Ontario First Nations.  

"The problem is we have a system for delivering infrastructure that always goes with the lowest bidder," Angus said. 

"When you have a big-ticket item, like a water plant that's very expensive to build in a community, costs and corners 
get cut and that's the danger. Neskantaga has been a nightmare situation." 

Last year, Neskantaga fired the contractor Kingdom Construction Ltd., over delays. 

Moonias said there have been many issues with other companies hired to work on the plant and the cost of           
upgrading the system has almost doubled from $8.8 million to $16.5 million.  

Members of Neskantaga First Nation unleashed their frustration on Tuesday in front of the office of Colliers Project 
Leaders, a project management company hired in 2016 by the community to upgrade its water treatment plant, 
shouting "fix our water." 

Neskantaga Chief Chris Moonias is demanding a probe into the business practices of contractors hired to help lift 
the First Nation's longstanding boil water  advisory. (Marc Doucette/CBC)  

https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/thunder-bay/neskantaga-water-plant-update-1.5018667
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Moonias spoke to one of the engineers via Zoom. 

 

"Why did it have to come to this?" Moonias asked. "I thought you were our help? I thought you were on our side?" 

 

Children held signs that read "Respect our human right" and "How can I believe in reconciliation when my         
community doesn't have one of the most basic necessities?" 

 

"We want to go home very bad because this is very, very stressful," said 12-year-old Lyndon Sakanee. 

 

"Fix our water. … We're not animals. We're not things. We're just like you guys. We need your help" 

 

In an email statement, a spokesperson for Colliers Project Leaders wrote the company respects the right to legally 
protest and shares the desire to bring clean drinking water to the community. 

 

"We know the Neskantaga First Nation has dealt with water quality issues for many years and our team is         
committed to helping them address these challenges by bringing a world-class water treatment plant online as 
safely and quickly as possible," wrote communications director Pamela Smith. 

 

But Moonias said he still can't understand why it's taking so long. 

 

"I don't think it's because of where we are situated," Moonias said. "I think it's because of the lack of will to finish 
this." 

 

In the same letter to Moonias, Miller said running water should be restored to the community by Nov. 12, but a 
boil water advisory will still be in place as testing and commissioning of a new water treatment system continues.  

 

If testing goes on schedule and the results are good, Miller said it is his understanding that clean drinking water 
should be available in Neskantaga by Dec. 11.  

 

"With the full commissioning and testing of your new plant, 
the conditions will be met for you to lift the long-term 
drinking water advisory, which we agree has been in place 
for far too long," Miller wrote. 

 

Miller also wrote Indigenous Services Canada will fund a 
joint assessment with the department and First Nation of 
the contributing factors to the current water and public 
health crisis in the community. 
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Government of Canada announces $1.5 billion in new investments 

for clean drinking water in First Nations communities   

The Waterdrum 

 

NEWS PROVIDED BY 
Indigenous Services Canada  
Dec 02, 2020, 14:32 ET 
 
OTTAWA, TRADITIONAL ALGONQUIN TERRITORY, ON, Dec. 2, 2020 /CNW/ - As we work towards a more               
inclusive Canada, we must also make sure that basic needs are met. However, this is not always the case when it 
comes to the lived reality in Indigenous communities today. While most Canadians have access to clean and        
reliable drinking water, many First Nation communities still face pressing water issues; something that has been 
further exacerbated by the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
Centuries of colonial policies and consistent underfunding of water-related services and systems has affected 
overall quality of life, widened socio-economic gaps and reduced First Nations' participation in the economy. 
Stronger and healthier communities, with better community infrastructure, leads to more prosperous                 
communities. 
 
Today, the Honourable Marc Miller, Minister of Indigenous Services, announced more than $1.5 billion in            
additional investments to accelerate work to lift all long-term drinking water advisories on reserves, and $114.1 
million per year ongoing thereafter to support daily operations and maintenance for water infrastructure on      
reserves. This funding will support First Nations in their work to provide reliable and secure access to clean water 
in their communities. It will also offer stable and long-term funding for the cost of operations and maintenance.; 
an area that has been under-funded for far too long, yet is critical to ensuring the lasting impacts of these           
investments. With this new funding, the Government of Canada is standing with First Nations partners to meet 
these basic needs and ensure access to clean and safe drinking water for generations to come.    
 
Providing First Nations communities with the resources they need to operate and maintain their water systems is 
central to creating long-lasting solutions. To support daily operations and maintenance, and do so even after water 
advisories are lifted, we will allocate $616.3 million over six years, and $114.1 million per year ongoing there-
after, to First Nations on reserves. This new investment will provide reliable and lasting funding to ensure water 
infrastructure can be maintained in good condition — ensuring longer lifecycles and more durable systems. It will 
also mean problems with the water systems can be caught earlier and will help prevent future long-term drinking 
water advisories. This funding will also support training for water operators, and help communities to better retain 
qualified operators for years to come. 
 
Building and improving water infrastructure is also a core component of any work to provide access to clean and 
reliable drinking water. As such, today's investment also includes $553.4 million to continue funding water and 
wastewater infrastructure on reserve to prevent future drinking water advisories from occurring. 
 
Additionally, $309.8 million will be allocated to support and accelerate on-going work to lift all long-term drinking 
water advisories on public systems on reserves by helping to respond to project delays including those due to 
COVID-19. 
 
The Government of Canada will also work to support First Nations-led initiatives to create water and wastewater 
service delivery centres that can provide technical expertise on system maintenance and operations to multiple 
First Nations communities. 
 
 

https://www.newswire.ca/news/indigenous-services-canada
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The Government of Canada will continue to work in partnership with First Nations on long-term and sustainable 
solutions so that communities will continue to have access to safe drinking water for generations to come. With this  
new funding, we continue to make progress on closing the infrastructure gaps on reserve, supporting prosperous 
and healthy First Nation communities. 
 
Quotes 
 
"In 2015, this government began working with First Nations communities to improve access to safe drinking water. 
We will not stop until all long-term drinking water advisories on public systems on reserves are lifted and all First 
Nations communities on reserves have reliable access to clean and safe drinking water now and into the future.    
Today's announcement makes  tangible commitments to support stable and reliable infrastructure, in communities, 
and so for years to come." 
 
The Honourable Marc Miller 
Minister of Indigenous Services 
 
Quick facts 
 
 Between November 2015 and November 2020, through the work done in partnership with First Nation          

communities and other partners, 97 long-term drinking water advisories have been lifted and 171 short-term 
advisories were  prevented from becoming long-term. 

 Since 2016, the Government of Canada has made $2.19 billion in commitments to First Nations to build and 
repair water and wastewater infrastructure and support effective management and maintenance of water       
systems on reserves. $1.65 billion of this has been invested in 626 water and wastewater projects in 581 First 
Nations communities, serving approximately 462,000 people. 

 All First Nations communities now have access to trained personnel to sample and test drinking water quality, 
which is being monitored regularly.  

 
As a result, First Nations and the Government of Canada are better able more quickly detect and address potential 
problems in water systems. 
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AFN National Chief Bellegarde discouraged by Canada’s 

Announcement that clean water targets will be missed 

The Waterdrum 

 

on December 2, 2020 
 
(Ottawa, ON) – AFN National Chief Perry Bellegarde says First Nations are frustrated, yet not surprised, by today’s 
announcement from Indigenous Services Minister Marc Miller, confirming that Canada will not be able to lift all 
First Nations long-term drinking water advisories by its target deadline of March 2021. 

“First Nations have good reason to be disappointed by the federal government’s announcement that after more 
than five years in office, it will miss its own target to provide safe drinking water to all Indigenous communities 
across Canada. While there has been significant progress in recent years, it clearly is not enough,” said National 
Chief Bellegarde. “I welcome today’s announcement by Minister Miller of $1.5 billion to continue to close the       
infrastructure gap faced by many First Nations, and I remain hopeful it will be followed up with concerted efforts in 
the coming months to fix the drinking water situation across Canada once and for all.” 

At last week’s AFN Water Summit, ISC indicated there were still 59 long-term drinking water advisories in effect, 
with the majority (75%) located in Ontario. Many of these advisories were flagged as off-track or behind schedule 
by First Nations and regional organizations prior to the pandemic. The pandemic has highlighted the importance of 
clean water for health and hygiene, while fighting COVID-19. 

“I’m very disappointed, but not surprised, to hear that the previous commitment to end all BWAs by March 2021 
will not be met,” said Ontario Regional Chief RoseAnne Archibald, who oversees the AFN’s Water portfolio.  “While I 
welcome Minister Miller’s announcement for Operations and Maintenance funding, as this is only one of the         
reasons that Boil Water Advisories continue in First Nations, increased and sustained funding for modern and        
reliable infrastructure will remain a key solution. I have asked the minister to work with First Nations to identify the 
barriers that have resulted in Ontario having the highest number of BWAs remaining in Canada. We want to ensure 
that this basic human right is met for Ontario First Nations.” 
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By Maan Alhmidi | News, Politics | December 7th 2020 

New money for a treatment centre for those living with the effects of chronic mercury poisoning comes as a ray of 
hope for a northern Ontario First Nation that has spent the past six decades in the shadow of a decades-old water 
contamination scandal. 
 
"Our community members have suffered for so long," Grassy Narrows First Nation Chief Randy Fobister said in a 
recent interview. 
 
"It's great news for a whole community … We're finally seeing light at the end of the tunnel." 
 
Residents of Grassy Narrows First Nation, about 100 kilometres northeast of Kenora, Ont., have grappled with long
-standing mental and physical health issues due to toxic mercury levels in the nearby English-Wabigoon River. So 
have many in Wabaseemoong Independent Nations, also known as Whitedog First Nation, about 130 kilometres 
away. 
 
After years of advocacy by the communities, Ottawa reached agreements with both Grassy Narrows and              
Wabaseemoong earlier this year. The federal government committed up to $19.5 million to each community for 
the construction of facilities to meet the needs of residents living with methylmercury poisoning. 

https://www.nationalobserver.com/u/maan-alhmidi
https://www.nationalobserver.com/news
https://www.nationalobserver.com/sections/politics
https://www.nationalobserver.com/tags/Grassy-Narrows-First-Nation
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Now, Ottawa has greatly increased the size of the commitment. 
 
The fall economic statement released last week saw the Liberal government earmark $200 million up to fiscal         
2024-25, plus $300,000 ongoing, to support the building and operation of mercury treatment centres in both        
communities. 
 
The fiscal update said the funding, set to start flowing in fiscal 2021-22, would allow community members from both 
Wabaseemong and Grassy Narrows, also known as Asubpeeschoseewagong, to stay close to home while receiving 
treatment. 
 
Hundreds of residents have suffered chronic health problems related to mercury exposure since the 1960s, when a 
chemical plant at the Reed Paper mill in Dryden, Ont., dumped 9,000 kilograms of mercury into the river community 
members rely on for fishing. 
 
"From birth, even today, you get stuff that affects the nerves," Fobister said. "It affects the youth (with) common 
signs of symptoms like what you get from mercury poisoning like rashes." 
 
Last week, Indigenous Services Minister Marc Miller described the lack of action on the local mercury contamination 
as "an aberration in our history." 
 
Grassy Narrows First Nations chief applauds funding for mercury treatment centre. #cdnpoli #GrassyNarrows 

Miller said previous plans for treatment facilities were delayed as Indigenous communities pushed for more          
comprehensive federal funding. 
 
"What we found out quite quickly was that there was no trust between Grassy Narrows and the government of     
Canada, and in some senses, rightly so," he said. 
 
"Part of that trust is putting the money away in a trust (fund) to be used for the community to treat their people, so 
that they can live in dignity." 
 
The new plan in the fiscal update would see the feds devote $28 million to the projects in 2021-22, $32 million the 
following year, and $70 million in each of the next two years. 
 
Opposition critics said they will wait to see it take concrete shape before offering praise. 
 
"The promises are great, but we need to see solutions, we need to see actions, we need to see these problems     
actually solved," Conservative MP Gary Vidal, his party's critic for Indigenous Services, said in an interview. 
 
"We've seen the announcements, but we haven't seen the outcomes," he said. 
 
Miller said the mercury treatment facilities have potential to fill a unique place in the Canadian health-care system. 
 
"I hope it'll become a state-of-the-art place where we can study the effects of mercury poisoning," he told a news 
conference last week. 
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Fobister said his community of about 1,200 residents continues to struggle with tainted water long after the initial 
mercury contamination took place. 
 
Grassy Narrows declared a state of emergency over its unsafe drinking water in 2015, after a boil-water advisory 
had already been in place for nearly two years, as it tried to get more information from the federal government 
about the safety of its water. 
 
Fobister said a water test showed chemical compounds known trihalomethanes (THMs) that form when the      
chlorine used to disinfect water reacts with natural organic matter such as vegetation and dead leaves. They also 
found two other disinfectant byproducts considered possible carcinogens. 
 
The water was deemed fit for human consumption again just this October, which Fobister said came after years of 
work on water treatment facilities and local pipes. But he said community members are still leery of using tap     
water, relying instead on shipments of bottled water delivered to the community each week. 
 
Two weeks ago, a test found lead in the tap water at the community's school, Fobister said. 
 
The government promised to fund the building of a new water treatment plant in the community next to the     
mercury treatment centre. Fobister said ground testing is already taking place in the area where the two facilities 
should be built. 
 
He said his community will allow construction workers to enter the community despite the fear of COVID-19. He 
said he hopes to see both projects begin in the spring. 
 
Miller pegged the timeline to finish the buildings at between 18 and 36 months. 
 
Meanwhile, Fobister said he fears his community will bear the consequences of the mercury contamination until 
the river is cleaned up, noting such a process could prolong the ordeal for several more generations of Grassy      
Narrows residents. 
 
"When the fish are healthy, the land is healthy, and maybe, maybe then the youth, 50 years from now, they'll have 
good health." 
 
This report by The Canadian Press was 
first published Dec. 6, 2020. 
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Everyone in Canada should have access to safe, clean drinking water. The Government of Canada is working with 
First Nations communities to: 
 
 improve water infrastructure on reserves 
 end long-term drinking water advisories on public systems on reserves 
 prevent short-term advisories from becoming long-term 
 

 
Recently lifted long-term drinking      
water advisories 
 
 Mishkeegogamang Ojibway Nation 

(ON) as of November 9, 2020 
 
 Animakee Wa Zhing #37, ON as of 

September 30, 2020 
 
 Anishinabe of Wauzhushk Onigum, 

ON as of  September 30, 2020 
 
Recently added long-term drinking 
water advisories 
 
 Deer Lake, ON as of                        

October 15,2020 
 
 Little Saskatchewan, MB as of        

September 26, 2020 

 

   Long-term drinking water advisories on public systems on reserves Latest News 
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Ensuring essential infrastructure 

The Government of Canada works with First Nations to address health and safety needs, ensure proper facility    
operation and maintenance, and to prevent short-term advisories from becoming long-term. 

Ending a drinking water advisory is often complex, spanning multiple phases. Actions to resolve a water or 
wastewater issue can include: feasibility studies, new system design work, interim repairs on existing systems,    
permanent repairs to existing infrastructure, construction of new infrastructure and improved training and         
monitoring  

Completion of a new water treatment system can take 3 to 4 years on   average to complete.  

 

Progress on lifting long-term drinking water advisories on public systems on reserves 

1. 2021 Membership Renewals are 
due. 

2. Sign up for virtual training courses 
3. Save the date for the AGM,           

February 24, 2021. 
4. Nominate an Operator of the Year 
5. Nominate an Instructor of the Year 
 

Ian Fortin - Chairperson                                     
Wes Morriseau - Vice Chairperson 

Jason Fox - Secretary 
Steve Laronde - Treasurer 

Phil Tangie - Director 
Stacey Kicknosway - Director 

Sheryl St. Pierre - Director 
Jonathan Riberdy  - Director 
Sara Campbell – Coordinator 

 

 
 


